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§ Gurr (2000) postuliert Abnahme ethnischer 
Kriege seit Mitte der 90er Jahre

§ Grund: Regime der Inklusion
§ gewaltfreie Konfliktlösung durch Verhandlungen 

und Kompromisse
§ Minderheitenrechte gewähren
§ Autonomie oder Gewaltenteilung
§ Wahrung des Völkerrechts

§ Cederman et al.: Bestätigung dieser These
§ ethnische Ungleichheiten à Konflikt (+)
§ Inklusionspolitik à Konflikt (-)

Abnahme ethnischer Konflikte
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Wissenschaftliche Erkenntnisse

§ Veränderung der Konfliktwahrscheinlichkeit:

§ Cederman, Gleditsch & Wucherpfennig. 2017. “Predicting the Decline
of Ethnic Conflict.” Journal of Peace Research.
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Gründe für mehr Inklusion?

§ critical mass Argument (Nebenbemerkung: i.d.R. werden 
Minderheiten diskriminiert)

§ Reduktion der Wahrscheinlichkeit eines 
Gewaltausbruchs/Bewahrung von Stabilität

§ Verbreitung von inklusiven Normen durch internationale 
Organisationen
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Geographische “Ansteckung” (Spill-Over)

Probability of shift to inclusion             Probability of shift to exclusion

§ Cederman, Gleditsch and Wucherpfennig. Forthcoming. “The Diffusion of 
Ethnic Inclusion.” Comparative Political Studies.

§
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Regionale Trends (growup.ethz.ch)

6Source: Ethnic Power Relations Data (see Vogt et al. 2015)
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Trend Anzahl Bürgerkriege

7

conflicts active in 2015 did not continue in 2016
(Algeria, Chad, Lebanon, Yemen). The two new con-
flicts were not the result of either the formation of new
IS groups or the pledge of allegiance from additional
groups, which is what spawned the 2015 expansion.
Rather, they were simply the consequence of an already
established IS group crossing the border into a different
state. Furthermore, in most of the conflicts that contin-
ued to rage, IS was on the back foot. This reinforces the
notion that transnational jihadist groups are actually less
formidable fighting forces than the media depicts them
to be, a theme explored with UCDP data in last year’s
article (Melander, Pettersson & Themnér, 2016). In IS’s
heartland in Iraq and Syria, the year 2016 saw the Isla-
mists lose control of key cities and areas. In June, the
Iraqi commander leading the fight to recapture Fallujah
declared the battle to be over and in October, Iraqi forces
initiated an offensive aiming to retake Mosul, IS’s last
major stronghold in the country. As for Syria, several of
the Islamists’ main strongholds were under pressure,
such as Palmyra and Raqqa, and NATO estimated that
the group had lost 20% of its territory since its peak in
2015 (Mesterhazy, 2016). Moreover, the group’s West
Africa wing continued to suffer military setbacks in
Nigeria, Cameroon, and Niger, and was even further
weakened by internal splits within the movement (more
on this in the section on one-sided violence). In Libya, IS
suffered a substantial blow when the government in
December succeeded in recapturing Sirte, after a seven-
month-long offensive. Under pressure in Iraq and Syria,
Libya in general, and Sirte in particular, had served as a
retreat for IS’s leadership and fighters. The city had also
been the only city controlled by the group outside of Iraq
and Syria, and was considered its North African capital.

Of the 49 conflicts, two were fought between states:
Eritrea–Ethiopia and India–Pakistan. As can be seen in
Figure 2, the number of interstate conflicts has been low
throughout the entire 1946–2016 period, and

particularly so since the new millennium. Since the turn
of the century, as many as seven years have passed with
no conflicts fought between states, and the remaining ten
years have seen either one or two active conflicts. While
the India–Pakistan conflict has been active intermit-
tently during these years, the one fought over Eritrea’s
and Ethiopia’s contested common border was last active
in 2000. Despite the signing of an accord in that year,
the two states have failed to agree on the demarcation of
the border and the relationship between them remains
tense. In 2008, the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia
and Eritrea was disbanded and since then there have
been numerous rumors of border skirmishes, but these
have rarely been possible to verify. In 2016, tensions
heightened, and came to a head on 12 June, when a
battle erupted, involving medium- and long-range artil-
lery. While reliable information on the fighting was dif-
ficult to come by, this time both parties agreed that the
fighting actually took place, with both sides accusing the
other of initiating the two-day battle.

Of the 47 intrastate conflicts, as many as 18, or 38%,
were internationalized, in the sense that external states
contributed troops to one or both sides in the conflict.
Both this number and share are very high, seen in the
post 1946 context, second only to one other year: 2015,
with 20 internationalized conflicts (39%). The prolifera-
tion of internationalized conflicts is worrying, since
research has shown that external troop involvement
tends to both make conflicts more lethal and prolong
them (Balch-Lindsay, Enterline & Joyce, 2008; Lacina,
2006).

In 2016, 12 conflicts reached the intensity of war,
with at least 1,000 battle-related deaths. An increase by
one from 2015, this number is high seen over the most
recent decade, but not in a longer perspective. As can be
seen in Figure 3, the 1980s was the decade worst hit by
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Figure 3. State-based armed conflict by intensity level,
1946–2016
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UCDP Data
Allansson, Melander & Themnér. 2017. “Organized Violence.” JPR.
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conflicts active in 2015 did not continue in 2016
(Algeria, Chad, Lebanon, Yemen). The two new con-
flicts were not the result of either the formation of new
IS groups or the pledge of allegiance from additional
groups, which is what spawned the 2015 expansion.
Rather, they were simply the consequence of an already
established IS group crossing the border into a different
state. Furthermore, in most of the conflicts that contin-
ued to rage, IS was on the back foot. This reinforces the
notion that transnational jihadist groups are actually less
formidable fighting forces than the media depicts them
to be, a theme explored with UCDP data in last year’s
article (Melander, Pettersson & Themnér, 2016). In IS’s
heartland in Iraq and Syria, the year 2016 saw the Isla-
mists lose control of key cities and areas. In June, the
Iraqi commander leading the fight to recapture Fallujah
declared the battle to be over and in October, Iraqi forces
initiated an offensive aiming to retake Mosul, IS’s last
major stronghold in the country. As for Syria, several of
the Islamists’ main strongholds were under pressure,
such as Palmyra and Raqqa, and NATO estimated that
the group had lost 20% of its territory since its peak in
2015 (Mesterhazy, 2016). Moreover, the group’s West
Africa wing continued to suffer military setbacks in
Nigeria, Cameroon, and Niger, and was even further
weakened by internal splits within the movement (more
on this in the section on one-sided violence). In Libya, IS
suffered a substantial blow when the government in
December succeeded in recapturing Sirte, after a seven-
month-long offensive. Under pressure in Iraq and Syria,
Libya in general, and Sirte in particular, had served as a
retreat for IS’s leadership and fighters. The city had also
been the only city controlled by the group outside of Iraq
and Syria, and was considered its North African capital.

Of the 49 conflicts, two were fought between states:
Eritrea–Ethiopia and India–Pakistan. As can be seen in
Figure 2, the number of interstate conflicts has been low
throughout the entire 1946–2016 period, and

particularly so since the new millennium. Since the turn
of the century, as many as seven years have passed with
no conflicts fought between states, and the remaining ten
years have seen either one or two active conflicts. While
the India–Pakistan conflict has been active intermit-
tently during these years, the one fought over Eritrea’s
and Ethiopia’s contested common border was last active
in 2000. Despite the signing of an accord in that year,
the two states have failed to agree on the demarcation of
the border and the relationship between them remains
tense. In 2008, the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia
and Eritrea was disbanded and since then there have
been numerous rumors of border skirmishes, but these
have rarely been possible to verify. In 2016, tensions
heightened, and came to a head on 12 June, when a
battle erupted, involving medium- and long-range artil-
lery. While reliable information on the fighting was dif-
ficult to come by, this time both parties agreed that the
fighting actually took place, with both sides accusing the
other of initiating the two-day battle.

Of the 47 intrastate conflicts, as many as 18, or 38%,
were internationalized, in the sense that external states
contributed troops to one or both sides in the conflict.
Both this number and share are very high, seen in the
post 1946 context, second only to one other year: 2015,
with 20 internationalized conflicts (39%). The prolifera-
tion of internationalized conflicts is worrying, since
research has shown that external troop involvement
tends to both make conflicts more lethal and prolong
them (Balch-Lindsay, Enterline & Joyce, 2008; Lacina,
2006).

In 2016, 12 conflicts reached the intensity of war,
with at least 1,000 battle-related deaths. An increase by
one from 2015, this number is high seen over the most
recent decade, but not in a longer perspective. As can be
seen in Figure 3, the 1980s was the decade worst hit by

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

19
46

19
49

19
52

19
55

19
58

19
61

19
64

19
67

19
70

19
73

19
76

19
79

19
82

19
85

19
88

19
91

19
94

19
97

20
00

20
03

20
06

20
09

20
12

20
15

Extrastate Interstate Internationalized intrastate Intrastate

Figure 2. State-based armed conflict by type, 1946–2016

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

19
46

19
49

19
52

19
55

19
58

19
61

19
64

19
67

19
70

19
73

19
76

19
79

19
82

19
85

19
88

19
91

19
94

19
97

20
00

20
03

20
06

20
09

20
12

20
15

Minor armed conflict War

Figure 3. State-based armed conflict by intensity level,
1946–2016

576 journal of PEACE RESEARCH 54(4)

UCDP Data
Allansson, Melander & Themnér. 2017. “Organized Violence.” JPR.

Gurr’s
Erwartung

?

?

Anzahl Bürgerkriege



|

Internationale Konfliktforschung

Entwicklung der Demokratie
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Figure 1.2 displays the average level of liberal democracy, accom-

panied by confidence intervals capturing the uncertainty associat-

ed with the estimates, for 174 countries in the world for which we 

have data from 1972 to 2016. What we see in this graph is the well-

known “third wave” of democratization which mobilized with the 

1974 overthrow of dictatorship in Portugal, permeated Southern Eu-

rope and Latin America in the 1980s, gained a boost at the end of 

the Cold War with liberalization and democratization in Africa, Asia, 

and former Soviet bloc in the 1990s, and then stagnated. Consider-

ing the trend over the past ten years or so, we are perhaps at the 

beginning of a decline.

Liberal democracy is conceptualized as the existence of electoral 

democracy in combination with three additional components: rule 

of law ensuring respect for civil liberties, and constraints on the ex-

ecutive by the judiciary, as well as by the legislature.3 This notion of 

what democracy is, or ought to be, is captured by the Liberal De-

mocracy Index (LDI) depicted in bold on Figure 1.2. The thin lines on 

Figure 1.2 represent its main components.  Thus, for the first time we 

now have access to measures capturing the full intention of these 

concepts, and we can now depict the world accurately in line with 

the theoretical understanding of Dahl and liberal theorists. In ad-

dition, V-Dem’s dataset provides measures for three alternative, ex-

panded views of democracy: participatory, deliberative, and egali-

tarian democracy, and we return to them in Part II of this report.
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FIGURE 1.2: DEVELOPMENT OF LIBERAL DEMOCRACY INDEX (LDI) 
AND ITS MAIN COMPONENTS

3. The V-Dem Liberal Democracy Index reflects both the liberal and electoral principles of democracy, which each constitute one half of the scores for the Electoral Democracy- 
Index. V-Dem’s Electoral Democracy Index (EDI) is the first systematic effort to measure the de facto existence of all institutions in Robert Dahl’s famous articulation of 
“polyarchy” as electoral democracy (see Section 3) and to the other half the Liberal Component- Index (see Section 4). For details about the theoretical underpinnings of all 
V-Dem’s democracy indices, see Coppedge et al. 2017, Pemstein et al. 2017.

9SECTION 1: LIBERAL DEMOCRACY  STATUS AND TRENDS

§ Demokratie-Index 
(Coppedge et al 2017)

§ Abtrünnige Staaten?
§ Türkei
§ Ungarn
§ Russland
§ Ukraine
§ Mazedonien
§ Ecuador
§ Nicaragua
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Die Inhalte dieser Übung sind weitgehend aus 
Lars-Erik Cedermans CSR Keynote Speech 
„The threat to liberalism and the future of war“ 
vom 17. September 2017 entnommen.
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Repetitionswoche: Bitte sendet mir Eure Fragen 
bis spätestens Montag, 11. Dez., per Email zu.
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